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Welcome to DHWMUN II!

SPECPOL is a General Assembly Committee focusing on China’s claims to over 15 international

territories.  This is a Double Delegation Committee so be sure to work collaboratively with your

partner.  Research your country, its position on the topic, as well as the   “questions to consider,”

to help guide you.  Your position paper should have a Cover Page, be 1-2 pages in length, double

spaced and 12 point font. Additionally, please include a Bibliography or Works Cited Page using

MLA format with your position paper.



Topic: China’s Claims on International Territories

Since taking office in 2012, Chinese President Xi Jinping has helped cement China’s

position as a global superpower – and pushed forward an aggressive expansiveness agenda

involving the sovereign borders of other nations. Today, China claims control of 18 territories.

The greatest disputes are with Taiwan, Bhutan, India, Japan, Hong Kong, Mongolia, Nepal, and

Russia. Major conflict over control of the South China Sea also exists between China and

Vietnam, Malaysia, Philippines, Brunei, and again Taiwan.  These fights have their roots in

Chinese history, modern trade, access to oil and other natural resources, and the role of Chinese

power and dominance in the region.

Probably the most important Chinese territorial claim is China’s claim on Taiwan.

Taiwan is an island that sits 100 miles off the southeast coast of China.  China took control of the

island in 1945 at the conclusion of World War II. Civil War erupted between nationalist

government supporters led by  Chiang Kai-schek and Mao Zedong’s Communitst party.  The

communists won.  Chiag Kai-shek and the Nationalists fled to Taiwan. Since then, Taiwan has

claimed independence from mainland communist China.  China views Taiwan as a region in

rebellion and has vowed to reclaim this territory using military force if necessary. Today only 13

countries recognize Taiwan. If attacked, the Chinese military would most likely overwhelm

Taiwan. The U.S. would have to take a side.  Officially, the U.S. supports a “One China Policy”

and does not recognize Taiwan but it does have a strong trading relationship with the island.

After a recent visit to Taiwan by House Speaker Nancy Pelosi in November 2022, China asserted

its displeasure by conducting military exercises around six vulnerable zones in Taiwan.

https://www.cnn.com/2013/01/04/world/asia/xi-jinping---fast-facts/index.html


China and Japan have repeatedly clashed over a group of uninhabited islands called the

Senkaku Islands in Tokyo and the Diaoyu Islands in Beijing. When oil reserves were discovered

in 1970, China began aggressively patrolling the zone of the Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands. This

threatens important international shipping lanes and rich fishing grounds and is seen as an

attempt by China to claim, control, and monopolize this region for economic gain.

Similarly, China has claimed large areas of the South China Sea because of the sea’s

estimated 11 billion barrels of untapped oil and 190 trillion cubic feet of natural gas. This has

antagonized Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan, and Vietnam. Since 2014

China has been physically increasing the size of existing islands, building new islands,

constructing military structures and airstrips and heavily patrolling the waterways. In response,

the United States and Japan have supported the Southeast Asian nations that also hold claims to

these waters. Not only are valuable natural resources at stake, but trading and fishing lanes are

also located there.

China also has territorial claims on land that borders Bhutan, Indian, Mongolia, Nepal

and Russia.  In addition, China’s reassertion of control over the special administrative city and

region of Hong Kong has caused much economic and political strife and protest in recent years.

Questions to Consider:

1. From what authority does China make its land claims?

2. Why is China aggressively pursuing its claims?

3. How valid are the other nations claims and  objections?

4. What role should the United States and the United Nations play in settling these disputes?

5. In what other ways is China increasing its power in Asia and the world?

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/5-things-didnt-know-south-china-sea-conflict/
http://www.eia.gov/countries/analysisbriefs/South_China_Sea/south_china_sea.pdf


6. What creative methods and solutions can be employed to resolve the problem while

preventing further violence?
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