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Welcome to DHWMUN II!

Our names are Will Schwebach and Peter Roberti. We are 8th grade students at Dorothy Hamm

Middle School.  We have been involved in Model UN for two years and have attended many

conferences. We are very excited to be your chairs for OAS.

The Organization of American States is the world’s oldest regional organization, dating back to

the First International Conference of American States, held in Washington, D.C.,  October 1889

to April 1890. Today the OAS brings together 35 member states dedicated to human rights,

electoral oversight, social and economic development, and security in the Western Hemisphere.

This is a Double Delegation Committee so be sure to work collaboratively with your partner.



Research your country, its position on the topic, as well as the  “questions to consider,” to help

guide you.  Your position paper should have a Cover Page, be 1-2 pages in length, double spaced

and 12 point font. Additionally, please include a Bibliography or Works Cited Page using MLA

format with your position paper.

Topic: The State of Latin America, 2023

Latin America is currently facing a number of obstacles in the form of
persistent poverty, economic instability, inequality, corruption, election challenges,
crime, drug trafficking, climate change, and recovering from Covid-19.  In
addition, The Organization of American States has come under renewed focus in
recent years for criticizing democratic decline in Nicaragua and persistently
condemning Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro. Since the 2021 killing of
Haiti’s president, Jovenel Moïse, the country’s deteriorating security climate has
also posed a challenge for the OAS, and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has proved
to be yet another divisive issue. It’s imperative that the OAS focus on the most
pressing problems and unify positively to make change.

Latin America's poverty rates are still higher than they were before the
outbreak. 201 million of the region’s population live in poverty. 82 million or
13.1% live in severe poverty. More than 45% of children and adolescents are food
insecure and struggling, and in every country in the region, women between the
ages of 20 and 59 have a higher percentage of poverty than men. The prevalence of
poverty is also significantly higher among native and people of Afican descent.
During the Covid-19 pandemic, the longest educational blackout in history was
also experienced in Latin America and the Caribbean (average closure of
educational institutions was 70 weeks, compared to 41 weeks in the rest of the
globe), which exacerbated the already existing disparities in access, inclusion, and
educational quality. One of the primary barriers to schooling was unequal access to
connectivity, equipment and digital skills.



The combined economies of the region are expected to slow in 2023 due to
global inflation, restrictive monetary policies, lower levels of consumer
consumption and investment, and outside factors such as the war in Ukraine. The
United Nations economic commission for the region (ECLAC) projects estimated
growth of 1.3% for the entire area.  Using Venezuela as an example, under
President Nicolas Maduro’s autocratic regime, poverty in Venezuela is 50.5% and
income disparity has continued to increase. (National Poll of Living Conditions
(ENCOVI) With a population of 28 million, Venezuela has struggled with
economic collapse for years, forcing 7 million people to leave the nation. Most
nations of the region will also experience slow growth but the country predicted to
experience the fastest economic growth next year is tiny Guyana.

Anti-incumbent election events and political conflict continue to  plague
Latin America and the Caribbean to a great degree. Colombia elected Gustavo
Petro in May, 2022 on a campaign of  support for land reform, universal
healthcare, continuing the Colombian peace process and expanding social services.
Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro has challenged the election he lost in November
to Inacio Lula da Silva, arguing votes from some machines should be
"invalidated". In Peru, President Dina Boluarte became the country’s fifth president
in the last two years after Pedro Castillo attempted to dissolve Congress in an

auto-coup. There also seems to be a movement of autocratic leadership in Central

America specifically in Nicaragua, El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala to strip
citizens of constitutional rights in an effort to combat criminal violence.

Another large concern of Latin America is deforestation and climate change.
Despite producing fewer greenhouse gasses than the United States, Europe, Asia,
and the Middle East, Latin American countries are disproportionately affected by
droughts, hurricanes, and seasonal changes. Within the next 30 years, 17 million
people in Latin America are expected to relocate, according to the World Bank.  In
addition, Latin American and Caribbean citizens who live without the modern



infrastructure and air conditioning, need to adapt, and similarly families who have
relied on growing certain crops for generations, need to respond to seasonal shifts
and changes.

Latin America has already faced incredible challenges in the last decade and
2023 promises nothing less. On an interesting note, President Joe Biden has
signaled his administration’s desire to renew U.S. leadership in the Western
Hemisphere.

Questions to Consider:

1. What is the top issue(s) facing your country in 2023?

2. What type of aid or coordination would you like to see occur between the nations of

OAS?

3. What role should Latin America play in affairs within the Western Hemisphere and

beyond?

4. How does the global economic downturn impact the nations of Latin America and the

Caribbean?

5. What models should the nations of Latin America and the Caribbean follow to improve

their economic, political, and climate status on the global stage?
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